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GASCOYNE — DROUGHT 

Statement by Minister for Water 

DR G.G. JACOBS (Eyre — Minister for Water) [9.14 am]: I rise to inform the house of the recent declaration 
of drought in the Gascoyne. On 6 April the Department of Water announced that the lower Gascoyne River 
aquifer has hit drought levels. A review of the aquifer after 12 months of no river flow revealed that water levels 
have depleted to a level that warrants the declaration of drought conditions. The Gascoyne River ceased to flow 
in early April 2009, with no flow recorded since then. After the last significant flow, which was recorded in 
January 2009, the river aquifers were practically full. However, since that time the dry conditions and water 
usage for irrigation in the horticultural district have depleted the aquifers. I am advised that the Department of 
Water will continue to monitor water levels as well as salinity, but it is expected that the water quality and 
quantity of private bores licensed by the department will deteriorate over the next few months. We are aware that 
some licensees may have already experienced salinity issues with private bores. 

The decision to declare a drought will enable the government to increase the allowable water allocation from 
Basins B–L located upstream of the horticultural district in accordance with the lower Gascoyne River 
groundwater management strategy. The drought declaration means that growers whose bores have become more 
saline may apply to the Gascoyne Water Co-operative to draw additional water from the scheme if they require 
it. I encourage growers in the Carnarvon irrigation district to continue to closely monitor their abstraction and 
review their current usage rates in light of drought declaration and implement any contingency strategies as 
needed. Unless there is a river flow, it is unlikely that the current abstraction amount will be sustainable beyond 
December this year. 
 


